
SETTING & WORLD-BUILDING QUESTIONNAIRE 

MACRO-LOCATION: 

▪ What is the primary macro-location? 

▪ What is the macro-locations predominant/most important populace in terms of race, size, 

governance? If there are non-humans, describe them. What is the relationship like between 

species? 

▪ Is the macro-location factual? If so, what country is your macro? If not, what separates your 

chosen macro-level “country” or location from other surrounding fictional macros? 

▪ How are the continents laid out? The countries? The states? 

▪ Are there forests? 

▪ Are there tropical areas? 

▪ Are there grasslands / plains? 

▪ What natural resources are predominant in different regions? 

▪ Which natural resources are scarce? To whom? 

▪ What is the total population (of the planet / the country / the city)? 

▪ What is the level of technology? 

 

MICRO-LOCATION: 

▪ What micro-location does your character have that makes them feel safe/comfortable? 

▪ What does it look/smell/feel like? 

▪ What micro-locations present danger to your character? 

▪ What makes your character feel uneasy about it?  



▪ What micro-locations appear to be comforting but are dangerous? What micros appear 

dangerous but provide safety/refuge? 

 

GOVERNMENT: 

▪ What kind of government is present? Democracy/Republic? Dictatorship? Matriarchy/Patriarchy? 

▪ Is the government generally approved of or disapproved of by its people? 

▪ Do the citizens trust the government? 

▪ How long has the system of government been in place? 

▪ Is there a class system? How is it determined and what does it consist of? 

▪ Can a citizen move through classes easily? (From poor to rich, “nobody” to elite.) 

▪ Is there a fair legal system? How are criminals punished? What constitutes crime? 

▪ Is there a formal army? Are there police? How is each viewed? 

▪ Is the governmental assistance for the poor? 

▪ Is there centralized healthcare? 

▪ Is there public transport? What does it consist of? 

▪ Are communication services publicly or privately run? 

▪ What is the system of taxation? 

 

CONFLICT: 

▪ Is there widespread conflict? 

▪ How long ago was the most recent war? What was the cause and who won? 

▪ What did the “winner” gain? What did the “loser” lose? 

▪ How did each side continue life post war? How did it differ from life before it? 



▪ How damaging was the most recent war? 

 

MONEY/BUSINESS: 

▪ What is the monetary system? 

▪ Are there multiple currencies? 

▪ Is bartering/trading utilized at all? If so, how heavily? 

▪ What are common trades or businesses that profit? What is a desirable job? 

▪ What are common trades or businesses that are likely to fail? What is a “lowly” job? 

▪ Do members of society typically join a guild? If so, what are the benefits of being a member? 

▪ Do members of society typically need an advanced education to get a job? Are most workers 

specialized and trained or thrust into it? 

▪ What is the average age of the working class? 

 

CULTURE: 

▪ Are people generally happy or fearful? 

▪ What is valued more highly by society, wealth or generosity? 

▪ What is valued more highly by society, intellect or strength? 

▪ What is valued more highly by society, compassion or stoicism? 

▪ What superstitions are commonly thought of as “lucky”? “Unlucky”? 

▪ What are well-known myths and legends? 

▪ Is the population diverse? 

▪ How big is the divide between the rich and poor? 

▪ What do people wear? What is fashionable? What is not? How quickly do fashion trends change? 

▪ What topics of conversation are considered controversial? 



▪ Which topics of conversation are considered safe? 

▪ What hand gestures/phrases/actions are commonly seen as faux paus? What are insulting/rude? 

What are accepted? What shows respect? 

▪ What languages to people speak? Are most people multi-lingual? 

▪ Is there a predominant language? 

▪ What are common greetings? Common departures? 

▪ What are common phrases in their swearing lexicon? 

▪ What titles / formalities are used? 

▪ What forms of art are there? How is it viewed? 

▪ What kind of music is there? How is it listened to? 

▪ What are the cities like, if any? Are cities hubs for the rich or slums for the poor? Or both? 

▪ What are the houses like? 

▪ Do most people live in rural, suburban or urban areas? 

▪ Do people keep pets? If so, what are common pets? 

▪ Are criminals common or rare? What is their punishment and who delivers it? 

▪ Is a Gregorian calendar system used? If not, what system of time telling is used? 

 

EVENTS/CELEBRATIONS/HOLIDAYS: 

▪ How are the dead disposed of? 

▪ Are funerals a common event following death? Who attends? What is it like? 

▪ What sort of clothing do those attending a funeral typically wear? 

▪ Do people get married? What is a wedding like? Who attends? Is it joyous or business-like? 

▪ What sort of clothing do people attending a wedding or getting married typically wear? 

▪ Are births celebrated?  



▪ Are birthdays celebrated? 

▪ What does society typically celebrate? What rites of passage are there? 

▪ What does society typically mourn? 

▪ What type of clothing is worn for special occasions? 

▪ What type of music/food/decorations are present at celebrations? At mourning? 

 

FAMILY UNITS: 

▪ Is the number of children a family can have restricted in any way? Who typically cares for 

newborn and young children? 

▪ What does a typical family unit look like? 

▪ What family members live in the family home? 

▪ Are marriages arranged? Are people married out of love, obligation, or something else? 

▪ Are genders treated differently or the same? In what ways? 

 

EDUCATION: 

▪ What sort of educational institutes are there? 

▪ Is education common? To what level? 

▪ What age do children start school at? What age do they typically graduate out at? 

▪ Is education widely available, or only available to certain groups? 

▪ Are different groups/classes of people educated separately? 

▪ Is there a written language? 

▪ Do most people know how to read? To write? 

▪ What are schools like? What do they look like? 

 



INFRASTRUCTURE: 

▪ How is trash disposed of? 

▪ Is electricity widely provided? Is it reliable? 

▪ Is water widely provided? How is it provided? 

▪ What are buildings made of? Who makes them? 

▪ Are there roads? What is their condition? 

▪ What sort of transportation is there? Does the general public have personal modes of transport? 

▪ Is there a communication system? What does it consist of and does most of society use it for 

personal reasons? 

 

RELIGION/MAGIC: 

▪ Is there a single predominant religion, or many? Are they monotheistic or polytheistic? 

▪ Is religion generally accepted by the majority of society as fact, or fiction? 

▪ Is religion sacrificial? (People sacrifice items/animals/people, give gods gifts?) 

▪ Is attending a church or temple common? What is it like? 

▪ Does magic exist? What constrains it? 

▪ What is the purpose of magic? What can it do? 

▪ What can magic not do? 

▪ Can anyone use magic, or are there restrictions? What are they? (By birth, learned, given, only 

the elite?) 

▪ Are there any magical creatures? Are they common or rare? Describe them. 

▪ Is magic a common practice or rare? 

▪ What is the price / cost of using magic? (Physical/emotionally draining, monetary value?) 

▪ Do magic wielders need to meet any specific criteria? (Rituals, celibacy, vows?) 



▪ Does magic require tools and magical items? If yes, what are they and why are they needed? 

▪ What makes one form of magic or one wielder of magic stronger than another? 

▪ Can magic be combined to increase its reach/strength? 

▪ How is magic defeated? 

▪ How is magic viewed by society? 

▪ Is any magic banned? What is the punishment for using banned magic? 

▪ What is magic generally used for? 

 

FOOD AND DRINK: 

▪ What does a typical meal look like? 

▪ What does a feast look like? 

▪ What does a poor person’s meal look like? 

▪ Do foods do most people eat most? (Meat, seafood, vegetables?) Is it heavily spiced or not at all? 

▪ Do people eat together or separately? As a family, or a large group? 

▪ What utensils do people use to eat? 

▪ What do dining areas look like? 

▪ What are typical table manners? 

▪ Are there restaurants? What do they typically serve, and who do they typically serve? 

▪ Are there street carts? 

▪ What do people typically drink? Is there a reason for this? 

▪ What foods do people avoid? Why do they avoid them? 

 

FLORA/FAUNA: 

▪ What are the laws of nature? Does our understanding of physics apply? 



▪ What does the daytime sky look like? 

▪ What does the night sky look like? 

▪ What is the general climate? 

▪ What is the weather like? What does it range from? 

▪ What are the seasons like? 

▪ Are there avian animals? What do they look like? What does their diet consist of? What is their 

typical demeanor? (Bold/timid, friendly/aggressive?) 

▪ Are there amphibians? What do they look like? What does their diet consist of? What is their 

typical demeanor? (Bold/timid, friendly/aggressive?) 

▪ Are there reptilian animals? What do they look like? What does their diet consist of? What is their 

typical demeanor? (Bold/timid, friendly/aggressive?) 

▪ Is there non-human mammalian wildlife? What do they look like? What does their diet consist of? 

What is their typical demeanor? (Bold/timid, friendly/aggressive?) 

 

 


